[report] 2024 Kimura Motoo Award

November 9, 2024

by The Motoo Kimura Trust Foundation for
the Promotion of Evolutionary Biology

The 4th Kimura Motoo International Award and Symposium
and the 100th Birth Anniversary, 30th Memorial Year of Dr. Motoo Kimura,
and the 20th anniversary of The Motoo Kimura Trust Foundation
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Date : Saturday, November 9, 2024
Award Symposium 09:30 - 15:00
Award Ceremony  15:00 - 16:00
Award Banquet 16:00 - 18:00

Venue: Gakushikaikan, Tokyo
Symposium and Award Ceremony: room 202
Award Banquet: room 210

Awardee :
Dr. Wen-Hsiung Li

Biodiversity Research Center, Academia Sinica
Department of Ecology & Evolution, University of Chicago
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The outstanding works on Molecular evolution by both
experimental and theoretical methods
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Reason for Recommendation

Dr. Li has made significant contributions to the elucidation of
molecular evolutionary processes and mechanisms using
experimental and mathematical methods. In particular, he led the
development of methods for systematic comparative analysis. For
example, his methods for comparative analysis of transcriptomes
to estimate gene co-expression networks and prediction of
transcription factor binding sites using machine learning are
worthy of special mention. Furthermore, using these methods, Dr.
Li has greatly advanced evolutionary research in related fields by
studying the long-term evolution of differential gene expression
regulation functions between humans and apes, and the evolution
of molecular mechanisms controlling the developmental process
of avian feathers. Dr. Li has published two well-used textbooks,
“Fundamentals of Molecular Evolution” (co-authored with Dr. Dan
Graur) and “Molecular Evolution” (single author). He has also
published over 400 original papers, with a total of approximately
85,000 citations. For these reasons, Dr. Li will be awarded the 2024
Kimura Motoo International Prize.
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[report] 2024 Kimura Motoo Award
by The Motoo Kimura Trust Foundation for
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Kimura Motoo Award Symposium
(Gakushikaikan room 202)

Chair: Naruya Saitou
09:30 -09:40 Opening Remark: Takashi Gojobori

09:40 -10:05 Speakerl:

Satoshi Oota (The National Institute of Physical and Chemical Research)
"Real-Time Course Analysis: The Reconstruction of Cellular Diversity and Lineage
Trajectories from Somatic Mutational Patterns in Single-Cell Transcriptome Data"
10:05 -10:10. Discussion

10:10 -10:35 Speaker2: So Nakagawa (Tokai University)

"Diversity and evolution of retrovirus-derived genes contributing to mammalian
placental development"

10:35-10:40 Discussion

10:40 -11:05 Speaker3: Toshinori Endo (Hokkaido University)

"A new approach to drug repurposing with two-stage prediction, machine learning,
and unsupervised clustring of gene expression”

11:05-11:10 Discussion

11:10 -11:35 Speaker4: Katsuhiko Mineta (Waseda University)

"Decoding the Ocean's DNA: Environmental Genomics and the Evolution of Marine
Ecosystems"

11:35-11:40 Discussion

11:40 -12:05 Speaker5: Kosuke Hanada (Kyushu Institute of Technology)
"Functional roles of lineage-specifically emerged genes in plant evolution”
12:05-12:10 Discussion

12:10-13:00 Lunch Time

13:00 -13:50 Award Lecture ; Wen-Hsiung Li
"Regulatory divergence between humans and chimpanzees"
13:50 -14:00 Discussion

14:00 -14:35 Kimura Foundation Lecture:

Takashi Gojobori (The Motoo Kimura Trust Foundation)
"Life and Science of Motoo Kimura, beyond Darwin"
14:35 -14:45 Discussion

14:45 -14:55 Closing Remarks: Naoyuki Takahata
14:55 -15:00 Break
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Kimura Motoo Award Symposium
(Gakushikaikan room 202)
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Kimura Motoo Award Ceremony

Chair: Yoko Satta

15:00 -15:10 Opening Remarks and Selection Process

Chair of the Committee: Takashi Gojobori

15:10-15:20 Congratulatory Remarks:

Mr. Toshihiro Suzuki, President and CEO, Suzuki Motor Corporation

15:20 -15:30 Awarding: Dr. Wen-Hsiung Li

Presentation of Certificate, Trophy, and Prize Money Wen-Hsiung’s words
15:30 -15:40 Closing Remarks: Yoko Satta

15:40 -15:50 Group photo

15:50 -16:00 Move room
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the Promotion of Evolutionary Biology

Kimura Motoo Award Banquet

16:00 -18:00 Award Banquet
(Gakushikaikan room 210)
MOC: Kenichi Aoki

16:00 -16:05 Opening Greeting: Takashi Gojobori
16:05-16:10 Congratulatory Remarks: Yoshio Tateno
16:10 -16:15 Toasting: Naoyuki Takahata

16:15 -17:55 buffet style

17:55 -18:00 Closing Greetings: Naruya Saitou
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2023 Kimura Motoo Award
Certificate, Trophy,Program,Leaflet

Certificate Trophy
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The Motoo Kimura Trust Foundation
for the Promotion of Evolutionary Biology

About the Foundation
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2024 Kimura Motoo Award
Novelty,Display

Novelty

2024 Kimura Motoo Award

WEB site
Award Winners Page What's New
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Kimura Moo Award
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Kimura Motoo Award Symposium,
Ceremony, and Party

Newspaper: THE SHIZUOKA SHIMBUN, November 18, 2024
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